
 

New Chairman­ s First Words²Paul Murgatroyd 

25 years of Lincoln Orienteering Group, for those that like to challenge and exercise the mind 
and body. 
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I sit here in the Plough, enjoying the warm afterglow of a 10 mile run and a pint of Batemanôs, reflecting 

on the last five years of my predecessorôs reign as chairman. The club owes an enormous debt of gratitude 

to the efforts of Sean Harrington during this time, with many who have joined the club during his period in 

the chair probably unaware of the circumstances in which he took up the position. The previous incumbent, 

Steve Bones, had resigned very suddenly and, shortly afterwards, moved to Suffolk to start a new job. He 

was, at this time, Mr LOG, fulfilling not only the role of chair, but performing a good many other tasks be-

sides and, without his influence, the club was in danger of grinding to a halt. However, it is testimony to 

Sean that not only was he willing to step up from vice-chair at short notice, but he took on the job of re-

building the club around the small group of members who were motivated to help move things forward. 

Firstly, Liam Harrington, Andy Lucas and Jon May were pivotal as secretary, treasurer and fixtures secre-

tary in helping to stabilise the club and then, as we moved to a position of comparative solidity, others be-

gan to step forward to assist in bringing the club to this point now where membership numbers are good, 

the club is increasingly active on both the training and competition fronts and more and more LOGôers are 

journeying further afield to practice the sport they love. Well done, Sean, and thanks on behalf of the club 

for all your work in the last half decade! 

So, were do we go to next? From my perspective there are 3 challenges the club faces in the next few years. 

One is ensuring we continue to recruit new blood, particularly juniors, and part of this is down to the 

friendliness of the club and spreading the word about what we do. Ally is making great strides in marketing 

the club and advances in our use of social media, as well as the more traditional publicity routes, remain 

key to raising the profile of the club and getting more people to come and try the sport. Hopefully the ófree 

runô voucher system in the forthcoming winter series will help us to bring orienteering to a new batch of 

people and the lower joining fees should also mean punters are more likely to sign up in the first instance. 

This brings me to the second challenge, which is that of retention of members. Weôve tended to lose at least 

3 or 4 members every year in the past five or six years and, whilst the lower membership fees may help to 

retain some of these, is there more we could do on this front? Iôm not sure of the answer here, but it would 

be interesting to find out why these individuals are no longer members of the clubé.  



 

The final challenge is raising the orienteering standard of our members. Whilst it is good to see that an in-

creasing number of LOGôers are travelling more regularly to events and going further afield to challenge 

themselves in areas that are not as straight forward as our traditional East Midlands forests, numbers at-

tending regular training are hit and miss. I feel that we could do more to develop ourselves as orienteers. It 

would be good to see a sizeable contingent making it to the JK, BOC and the Scottish 6 days festival in 

2013 and Iôm also hopeful that we can make it to the final of the Compass Sport Trophy next year, after 

missing out by only 7pts on a hat-trick of appearances in 2012, but we should be more aspirational than 

that. Only 4 members are currently in the top 500 of the British Orienteering rankings and that means, 

when we do compete on the national stage, we struggle to compete with the likes of FVO, INT, EPOC and 

other small clubs. Iôd like to think that all current members would try to improve their orienteering in 2013, 

whether by more regular fitness and/or technical training or by competing further afield to develop their 

skill set. How about it? 
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Ediptor Intro  Ally ¬Dippy­ Wright 
 
Development  
 
Most of you should now be aware that I am reviewing and updating the Develop-
ment Plan for the club; and have been starting via the online Survey Monkey site 
to find out what members/ potential members want from LOG.  I am keen that as 
a club we stay focused in what we want to develop so the club can move forward positively.  
 
¬To reach a port we must sail²sail, not tie at anchor²sail, not drift­, Franklin. D Roose-
velt. 
 
Self development is also important by setting down goals of what you want to achieve. It­s 
easy to turn up week after week and passively take part in club night/ event­s²drifting. By 
identifying your needs of what you want from the sport you can allow your self to develop 
as an Orienteer. Goal setting gives you focus, direction and progression; we all have the po-
tential to aspire to our dreams. 
 
¬All our dreams can come true² if we have the courage to pursue them­, Walt Disney. 
 
However, these goals/ dreams need to be SMART! 
S² Specific 
M²Measurable 
A² Achievable 
R² Realistic  
T² Timed 
 
I hope this will be of some help when your thinking of those New Year ¬s resolutions. The 
next newsletter will be due out at the end of January. 
 



Upcoming Events²Why not take a  trip to the Scottish 6 Days? 
www.scottish6days.com 
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RAFO Cadets at the National Cadet Ori-
enteering Championships 

 
 

LOG Members at the October Odyssey 
at Whitby 

 
President Ian Durrant presents Anne 

Gibbs with  the First Ever 
 Preesident­s Award 

The Scottish 6 Days returns to Moray in 2013, once again offering a mix of fantastic orienteering in a popular tourist location ï 

Moray has it all including lovely beaches, wildlife, castles, whisky, woollens, shortbread and tartan. 

They have planned to bring you a mix of quality seaside areas (Lossie, Culbin and Roseisle) plus three ñinlandò areas. Darnaway 

was pencilled in as one of the options, but issues with capercaillie in nearby Strathspey that affected plans for the staging of the 

World Orienteering Championships 2015 have resulted in both Darnaway and parts of Culbin being embargoed.  

Thanks to Lady Cawdor, Carse of Ardersier (owned by Cawdor Estate and managed by Cawdor Forestry) will be extended and 

is delightfully runnable and contoured. Loch of Boath is a fine new area south east of Cawdor Castle, linking up with a rarely 

used part of Clunas. Coulmony & Belivat, now the location for the last day, is a combination of two fine areas never used in ma-

jor competition and by extending the existing Coulmony & Belivat areas can make long and challenging courses including Clas-

sic Final achievable. 

Euromeeting 2013 is incorporated into Moray 2013, making use of existing races and venues. A Sprint Race will be held in 

nearby Lossiemouth. Loch of Boath will host a World Ranking Event Middle Distance race so if you want to watch the Elites 

before heading off dolphin spotting this could be the best day. 

The Scottish 6 Days appeals to all ages and abilities and we will ensure we can provide the right courses for everyone. 

The event campsite will be at the beautiful (and centrally located) Brodie Castle. The local village hall at Dyke will host various 

social events, and is easily accessible from Forres and Nairn as well as the campsite.  

http://www.woc2015.org/



