
 
 
 

Lincoln Orienteering Group 

East Midlands Sprint Championships 

Witham St Hughs, Lincolnshire 

June 23rd 2019 

 

FINAL DETAILS 
 

(also included in East Midlands Urban League 2019, Race 4) 
 

Venue 
Witham St Hughs is a new build development 8 miles south-west of Lincoln, just to 
the south east of the A46.  This site covers part of former RAF Swinderby. 
Incomplete at the start of the WW2, the airfield was developed and extended ready 
to receive two of the first Polish squadrons. They were not impressed, complaining 
there were “no, chairs, no beds, no bar and no vodka”. Once these shortfalls were 
rectified, Wellingtons, Lancasters and other aircraft were flown from the base until 
1942, when RAF Swinderby became a training station. The base closed in 1993. 
 
The site is now a mixed residential and business park. Development is continuing 
although most new construction is now taking place on the perimeter of the map. 
The village has a busy café-bar and co-op, both close to assembly. 
 
Courses will take place in the residential area, which has an intricate village layout 
and small patches of parkland.  
 
Cargills have kindly given us permission to use their site car park. We have agreed 
a £1 parking charge, which will be donated to the local scouts. 
 

Travel 

The event is most easily approached from the A46. From the north, take the 
first exit at the Halfway House roundabout, approx. 2 miles south of the Lincoln by-
pass. From the south, take the third exit at this roundabout which is approx. 6.5 
miles north of the A1/A17 junction. After approximately half a mile, turn left into 
the industrial park. This will be signposted with a kite. Continue along the road until 
you reach a marshal.    



 

Assembly/Registration 

Assembly and registration will take place on the sports field behind the Village Hall. 
Turn left out of the carpark, and go through the gate immediately on your left, and 
you have reached the field.  

Entry on the day is subject to map availability. Registration will open at 10.00am.  

Entry cost: £7.00 LOG & BO members, £9.00 non-members, £3.00 juniors. Entry 
on the day is subject to a £2 surcharge. 

SI Hire: £1 standard; £2 SIAC (£60 lost SI card charge). 

There are changing rooms and toilet facilities in the Village Hall. Note, we have 
access to these but not the whole Hall, where there is a party going on. Please 
remove muddy shoes before entering.  

First Aid and Safety 

Competitors take part at their own risk and are responsible for their own 
safety. The event takes place in an urban residential area. The roads are fairly 
quiet. Please take care on narrow pathways and be courteous to pedestrians. If it 
is wet, some paths and grass areas may be slippery. Please slow down and run 
wide on corners.  

First Aid available at Enquiries. Local Accident and Emergency - Lincoln County 
Hospital, Greetwell Road, Lincoln LN25QY. Tel: 01522 512 512.  Hospital map 

Dogs 

Dogs are allowed in the assembly area, if kept on leads and under control, but not 
on the courses.  

Competition format 

There are 2 courses – Prologue and Chase. The table shows the age classes/course 
for the East Midlands Sprint Championships and the East Midland Urban League. 

 Course Classes Length 
(Km) 

No. of 
Controls 

Prologue 1A MO, M40 2.8 18 
 2A WO, W40, M55 2.4 16 
 3A M65,M16,W55,W65,W16 2.0 14 
Chase 1B MO, M40 2.8 23 
 2B WO, W40, M55 2.7 20 
 3B M65,M16,W55,W65,W16 2.1 15 

Prologue 

Runners may start the Prologue from 10.30am. Last starts are at 12.00. Runners 
can choose when they would like to start, but please start as early as possible if 
you expect to be out a long time on the Prologue and/or would like a good break 
between the Prologue and Chase. The start is around 500m from registration. Loose 

http://www.multimap.com/s/OO3RvIFI


control descriptions and blank maps for viewing will be available in the start lanes. 
Starts will be at a minimum of one- minute intervals. Mis-punches / DNF / DNS 
count as disqualification for the purposes of the EMOA Championships, but 
competitors will still be allowed to run in the chase, if they so wish. Prologue maps 
will be collected at the finish and will be re-issued after the conclusion of the Chase. 
At download, successful completion of the prologue will be verified, and your start 
time for the Chase confirmed. 

Chase 

This will be a reverse chase, with the slowest runners on the Prologue starting first. 
Start times for each competitor will be assigned upon completion of the Prologue. 
The first starts will be at 1pm, with a mass start then for any competitors 
disqualified in the Prologue. Base time will be 1:45pm minus your time on the 
Prologue, so for example, a runner taking 15:30mins on the Prologue will start at 
1:29:30. It is the runner’s responsibility to start at the correct time and it will be a 
punching start. 

The start is approx. 300m from assembly and the route to it will be marked with 
tapes. 

For the East Midlands Urban League, points will be assigned on the basis of the 
combined times in the Prologue and Chase. A dsq on either the Prologue or the 
Chase will mean a dsq and 0 points for the purposes of the EMUL. 

Courses close at 2pm 

Download 

Please ensure you download at the finish of both Prologue and Chase courses to 
enable us to check that everyone is safely back.  

Controls 

This is an SI AIR enabled event. Almost all the SI boxes are attached via gripples 
to the control feature, along with the standard kite, to ensure security of the control 
site. All controls have been located so that they are not accessible through 
uncrossable features (fences, walls, hedges etc.), so please do not attempt to reach 
them from the 'wrong' side. 

Control Descriptions 

These are on the map for both the Prologue and the Chase, in symbol format, and 
will be available in loose format in the start lanes.  

Competition Map 

2018 map; 1:4000 to ISSOM 2007 standard by Mike Hampton, with 2019 updates 
by Paul Murgatroyd and Peter Harris.   

There will be blank maps, with legend, on display in the start lanes.  

Please note that any area shown on the map as purple, olive green or dark blue is 
not to be entered or crossed. Purple hatching shows out of bounds areas. Thick 
black lines, ie. fences & walls MUST NOT BE CROSSED, except at the designated 



crossing points shown on the map. This is a residential area, much of the olive 
green is private gardens/grass/property. All out of bounds areas listed 
above are to be strictly adhered to. 

There are some gates shown as uncrossable (closed), but if these happen to be 
open on the day, and in the interests of fair play, please do not pass through them 
- random checks may be made. 

One short section of fence appears crossable - however due to its rickety nature 
please do not climb over - this is highlighted on the map with a solid purple line. 

Results/Awards/Photography 

There will be a photographer at the event taking some photos for use on our 
website – please let us know at registration if you do not wish for your image to be 
used at all. 

Results should be available at registration with full results at on 
www.logonline.org.uk 

The prizes will be presented as soon as possible after the final runner finishes the 
Chase. 

Officials 

Organiser Sean Harrington 
Controller Peter Harris (HALO) 
Planner Clare Hanna 

 

http://www.logonline.org.uk/
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